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MANDATORY ENERGY IMPROVEMENT FOR 
TERTIARY BUILDINGS IN FRANCE 
The French Law, named “Grenelle de l’Environnement”, introduced in 2010 a mandatory refurbishment for existing 
tertiary buildings, with a surface area exceeding 2000 m², with an objective of reducing energy consumption by 38 % in 
private sector and 40 % in public sector. The base line for the energy consumption could be defined between 2006 and 
2012, as a free choice of building owners and/or tenants. However, the application text of law has not been published 
and no action was taken. 

7 years afterwards, a first decree was published “décret n° 2017-918 du 9 mai 2017” but subsequently annulled in June 
2018 by the French High Court (Conseil d’Etat). 

Finally, the ELAN law, which has been developed from the ground up, aiming to build more with a better quality 
provides a new dynamic for this mandatory improvement in tertiary building. The French government finally issued a 
new decree on July 2019 “décret n°2019-771  du 23 juillet 2019“ which came into force on  October 1st, 2019. Methodology 
and more details will be provided in other texts of law before the end of 2020.                                                                 

The decryption of this new obligation is provided by Dr Hicham LAHMIDI (CBCP®, CEM®), Technical Director at 
HandZ. 

Which buildings are concerned by this obligation? 

Any existing tertiary buildings or parts of existing tertiary buildings (i.e. retails, services, health, education, Datacenter, 
etc.) with a floor area of 1,000 m² instead of 2,000 m² previously chosen, with the exception of certain buildings uses 
(military, public safety or security purposes, religious buildings and temporary building). It represents around 500 Mm² 
at the whole. 

What does the compliance involve? 

To comply with the requirements of this obligation, there are two options. The first one is to reduce the final energy 
consumption by 40 % in 2030, 50 % in 2040 and 60 % in 2050. The baseline is still a free choice of the building owners 
and/or the tenants between 2010 and 2019. 
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The second option is to reach an absolute value of final energy consumption defined for each typology of buildings. It 
will be specified in a future ministerial order, as well as the specific conditions for modulating final energy consumption 
reduction objectives. 

Who should take in charge the compliance? 

Building owners and tenants. They must sit together and discuss openly the different pathways to reach the objectives 

Is there a fine for non-compliance? 

7500 euros as a fine will be applied for non-communication of energy data and action plan on a public website. But no 
fine for non-achievement of energy objectives. 

However, the principle of “Name & Shame” will be applied for this regulation. It will consist of publication of names of 
companies which don’t comply with this regulation.  

How much it will cost for public and private sectors? 

The investment envelope is estimated to 60 billion euros for private sector and 40 billion euros for public sector to 
reach the final objective established for 2050. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

  

  

 


